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Course Overview from the College Board:  
AP World History: Modern is an introductory college-level modern world history course. Students 
cultivate their understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the present through analyzing 
historical sources and learning to make connections and craft historical arguments as they explore 
concepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, 
economic systems, social interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 
 
The Assignment:  

1) Familiarize yourself with the various techniques for effective note-taking and determine which 
style works best for you as a learner – become proficient in using this style over the summer. 
Also learn about what it means to do Active Reading and how to take notes while reading. 

a) https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/91D2F15F-DAF4-C2F7-B659ECCACE9E7375/
1five_methods_of_notetaking.docx_updated_7-09.pdf 

b) https://mcgraw.princeton.edu/active-reading-strategies 
2) Articles about the Study of History:  

a) “Why Study History?” 
i) https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-arch

ives/historical-archives/why-study-history-(1998) 
b) “What does it mean to think historically?” 

i) https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-hist
ory/january-2007/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically 

3) Familiarize yourself with the AP-specific writing styles – it is essential that you become 
proficient in these styles in order to succeed in this course.  

a) There will be a posted assignment on Google Classroom for these practice questions. 
4) Main Text for Summer Reading [choose one of the following]: 

a) J. Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies (2017 ed.) 
b) M. Kurlansky, Salt: A World History (2003 ed.) 
c) N. Ferguson, The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World (2009 ed.) 
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Rationale for the Assignment:  
 
History is a complex subject. The academic discipline of History as we know it, however, is one of the 
youngest of the humanities – which includes philosophy, theology, and literature, amongst other 
disciplines. Its youth and complexity are compounded by its subject material, which – in short – 
includes everything.  
 
This Summer Assignment therefore seeks to provide an overview of (a) essential skills, (b) rationales 
for the importance of historical study, and (c) an engaging historical overview of world history in order 
to best prepare you for your introductory collegiate level studies in AP World History: Modern 
(WHAP) at Cardinal Spellman High School.  
 
Essential Skills:  
 
Students need to enter WHAP equipped and proficient in essential learning techniques to ensure 
success – these include: knowing how to actively take notes of a reading, how to think and ask 
questions as a historian, and how to write in the primary styles established by the College Board for AP 
Social Studies courses. These writing styles include: Short Answer Questions, Free-response Questions 
(including Document-based Questions and Long Essay Questions – a selection of these writing styles 
along with Multiple Choice Questions comprise the entirety of the AP Exam. 
 
The Texts:  
 
It is my hope that you will view the summer reading assignment as an opportunity to expand your 
historical interests and knowledge. These texts were carefully chosen because they each provide a 
refresher for content and concepts essential for World History I (Ancient World History) and provide 
a bridge of knowledge to the curriculum in WHAP as well as having been recognized as some of the 
most thought-provoking historical texts written in the past couple of decades.  
 
AP Historical Thinking Skills:  

1) Developments and Processes: Identify and explain historical developments and processes. 
2) Sourcing and Situation: Analyze sourcing and situation of primary and secondary sources. 
3) Claims and Evidence in Sources: Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources. 
4) Contextualization: Analyze the context of historical events, developments, or processes.  
5) Making Connections: Using historical reasoning processes (comparison, causation, 

continuity, and change), analyze patterns and connections between and among historical 
developments and processes.  

6) Argumentation: Develop an argument. 
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Proof of Completion of the Summer Assignment: 
 

1) [Due July 8, 2020] Take Active Notes on the assigned articles from the American Historical 
Association – handwritten and submitted by attaching image of work to the assignment 

2) [Due August 12, 2020] Write end-of-chapter summaries for each chapter of the chosen 
Main Text – these summaries should be one-to-three well composed paragraphs and should be 
typed in your own words 

3) [Due August 26, 2020] Complete the Google Classroom assignment for learning and 
practicing how to answer questions in the AP-specific writing styles. 

 
Please Note:  
 
❖ All Summer Work is due by midnight on the specified dates (above) and is to be submitted on 

Google Classroom – as a general rule, all work will be submitted online for this course  
❖ All handwriting must be neat and legible – so for people with messier handwriting, including 

myself, it is important to take your time and to be clear with what is being written – also note 
that photographs of handwritten work for submission must be in-focus and only include the 
page of work being submitted, if I cannot read your work, I cannot grade your work 

❖ All typed work must be done in either Times New Roman or EB Garamond size 12 font and 
Double Spaced (Line Spacing 2.0) – also note that all typed work must be done on Google 
Docs and the student must be signed-onto their school provided Gmail account 

❖ Academic integrity is essential – no plagiarism (intended or unintended) will be tolerated – 
become familiar with what counts as plagiarism, the differences between paraphrasing and 
directly quoting a source, and how to properly give credit to (cite) a source according to the 
Modern Language Association (MLA) style guidelines for in-text parenthetical citations  
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